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Foreword

This chronology commemorates the golden anniversary
of the establishment of the United States Air Force (USAF)
as an independent service. Dedicated to the men and
women of the USAF past, present, and future, it records
significant events and achievements from 18 September
1947 through 9 April 1997.

Since its establishment, the USAF has played a
significant role in the events that have shaped modern
history. Initially, the reassuring drone of USAF transports
announced the aerial lifeline that broke the Berlin blockade,
the Cold War's first test of wills. In the tense decades that
followed, the USAF deployed a strategic force of nuclear-
capable intercontinental bombers and missiles that deterred
open armed conflict between the United States and the
Soviet Union. During the Cold War's deadly flash points,
USAF jets roared through the skies of Korea and Southeast
Asia, wresting air superiority from their communist
opponents and bringing air power to the support of friendly
ground forces. In the great global competition for the hearts
and minds of the Third World, hundreds of USAF
humanitarian missions relieved victims of war, famine, and
natural disaster. The Air Force performed similar disaster
relief services on the home front. Over Grenada, Panama,
and Libya, the USAF participated in key contingency
actions that presaged post-Cold War operations.

In the aftermath of the Cold War the USAF became
deeply involved in constructing a new world order. As the
Soviet Union disintegrated, USAF flights succored the
populations of the newly independent states. Blazing across
the Iraqi skies, Desert Storm’s aerial assault paved the way
for the liberation of Kuwait and established the leadership
of the United States in an emerging global coalition. Since
then, the USAF has shielded Iraqi Kurds, relieved
populations on the verge of starvation, supported the
restoration of democracy in Haiti, and reestablished the
authority of United Nations peacekeepers in the former
Republic of Yugoslavia.



Tremendous technological changes have accompanied
the USAF’s first 50 years. Supersonic jets swiftly succeeded
the propeller-driven relics .of World War II, only to be
replaced by faster and more complex progeny. In-flight
refueling extended the range and capabilities of tactical and
strategic aircraft. Advanced imaging systems installed in
high-altitude jets, unpiloted drones, and orbiting satellites
have enhanced the effectiveness of aerial reconnaissance.
The advent of the intercontinental ballistic missile
introduced a new and more terrible dimension to strategic
deterrence. Over the same period the USAF advanced into
space, as its people launched the first satellites, explored
the moon, and crewed space shuttles.

The USAF’s first 50 years also spanned a period of
profound change in the society of the United States—
change that has influenced the service’s composition and
policies. Opportunities for professional advancement have
opened to all. Participating in the full range of military
specialties, minorities and women now occupy some of the
highest command positions. The diverse composition of the
modern USAF, coupled with open opportunity, has paid off
in greater internal cohesion and effectiveness and the fresh
perspectives required to successfully pursue global
engagement far into the twenty-first century.

Taken individually, each entry in this volume marks a
single, notable moment in the evolution of an illustrious
heritage. In the aggregate, the entries tell a remarkable
story of a powerful military institution’s adaptation to 50
years of political, technological, and social change.

DR. FREDERICK J. SHAW JR.
Chief, Research Division
Air Force Historical Research Agency
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1947

18 September: W. Stuart Symington is sworn in as the first
Secretary of the Air Force. Effective date of transfer of air
activities from Army to new Department of the Air Force.

25 September: President Harry S. Truman names Gen Carl A.
Spaatz as the first U.S. Air Force (USAF) chief of staff.

26 September: Defense Secretary James W. Forrestal orders
the transfer of personnel, bases, and materiel from the
Army to the new Department of the Air Force.

14 October: The first faster-than-sound flight is made by
Capt Charles E. Yeager at Muroc Air Base (AB), California,
in a rocket-powered USAF research plane, Bell XS-1 rocket
ship. Captain Yeager wins the Mackay Trophy for the most
meritorious flight of the year.

The rocket-powered Bell X~1 became the first aircraft to break the sound
barrier, with Capt Charles E. “Chuck” Yeager at the controls. The X-1
shown here is in its first powered flight, with Chalmers “Slick” Goodlin as
pilot, shortly after having been dropped from its B—29 mother ship.



24 November: The first live Aerobee rocket fires to a height of
190,000 feet from White Sands Proving Ground, New Mexico.
The Aerobee is a liquid-fueled missile used to research
atmospheric conditions up to 70 miles above the earth.

17 December: A prototype B-47 Stratojet medium bomber
flies for the first time at Seattle, Washington. Operational
variants of this prototype have a combat radius in excess of
1,500 nautical miles and an average cruise speed in excess
of 400 miles per hour (mph).

1948

30 January: Orville Wright dies in Dayton, Ohio, at age 76.

20 February: The Strategic Air Command receives its first
B-50 Superfortress bomber. Equipped for in-flight refueling,
the B-50 is an improved version of the B-29 with larger
engines and a taller tail fin and rudder.

26 April: The U.S. Air Force becomes the first service to
plan for racial integration, anticipating President Truman’s
executive order to be issued in July 1948.

1 June: U.S. Navy and Air Force air transport systems
consolidate into Military Air Transport Service (MATS) under
the United States Air Force.

12 June: Congress passes the Women's Armed Service
Integration Act, establishing Women in the Air Force (WAF).

16 June: The U.S. Air Force appoints Col Geraldine P. May
as the first WAF director.

26 June: The Berlin airlift (Operation Vittles) begins as a
response to a ground blockade imposed by the Soviet Union
on Berlin.

26 June: SAC’s 7th Bombardment Group receives the first
operational B-36 Peacemaker heavy bomber. With a length
of 160 feet and wings spanning 230 feet, the Peacemaker is
the world’s largest bomber with intercontinental capability.

20 July: Sixteen F-80 Shooting Stars reach Scotland from
Selfridge Field, Michigan, after nine hours, 20 minutes,



U.S. Air Force C—47s await unloading at Templehof Air Base, Germany. The
USAF maintained an airborne lifeline of food and fuel to West Berliln during
the Berlin airlift in 1948—49.

accomplishing the first west-to-east transatlantic flight by
jet planes.

23 July: The Military Airlift Transport Service is ordered to
establish Airlift Task Force with headquarters in Germany
for relief to Berlin. Maj Gen William H. Tunner is named to
command Task Force operations.

30 July: The USAF takes delivery of its first jet bomber, the
North American Aviation B-45A Tornado. This light bomber
is a tactical aircraft and later will be the first USAF aircraft
to carry a tactical nuclear bomb.

6 August: The first B-29 Superfortresses to circumnavigate the
globe land near Tucson, Arizona, after a leisurely 15-day trip.

10 November: The School of Aviation Medicine, Randolph
Air Force Base (AFB), Texas, holds the first symposium on
space medicine.



30 November: Curtiss-Wright demonstrates its new reversible
pitch propellers, enabling a C-54 to make a controlled
descent from 15,000 to 1,000 feet—one minute, 22 seconds.

8 December: A six-engine B-36 completes a 9,400-mile
nonstop flight, taking off from Fort Worth, Texas, flying to
Hawaii, and returning to Texas without refueling.

9-28 December: On 9 December 1948 an arctic storm
forces the crew of a C-47 Skytrain to land on the Greenland
ice cap, stranding a crew of seven. Subsequent rescue
attempts by a B-17 and a towed glider fail, stranding five
rescuers as well. On 28 December Lt Col Emil Beaudry
lands a ski-equipped Skytrain on the ice cap, rescuing the
12 airmen. For this rescue, Beaudry wins the Mackay
Trophy.

17 December: On the 45th anniversary of the first heavier-
than-air aircraft flight, the Smithsonian Institution celebrates
the return of the Wright 1903 Flyer, also called the Kitty Hawik,
to the United States. The plane arrived in Washington on 22
November from the British Museum, where it has been
displayed for 20 years.

31 December: Allied aircraft log the 100,000th flight of the
Berlin airlift.

1949

9 February: The Department of Space Medicine is established
at the School of Aviation Medicine, Randolph AFB.

2 March: Lucky Lady II lands at Carswell AFB, Texas.
Piloted by Capt James Gallagher, the B-50 Superfortress
completes the first nonstop, around-the-world flight in
history, covering 23,452 miles in 94 hours, one minute,
refueling in the air over the Azores, Arabia, the Philippines,
and Hawaii. The crew of the Lucky Lady II wins the Mackay
Trophy for this flight.

26 March: A B-36 Peacemaker bomber equipped with ten
engines—the usual six reciprocating, plus four jet—makes
its first successful test flight at Fort Worth, Texas.



‘ ] I : . I\
Secretary of the Air Force Stuart Symington congratulates the crew of the
Lucky Lady Il after their historic nonstop around-the-world flight in1949.

6 April: Curtiss-Wright announces the X-1 rocket plane
(made by Bell, engine by Curtiss-Wright) flies at 1,000 mph,
an unofficial world-record speed for piloted planes.

11 May: President Truman signs a bill providing a 3,000-
mile guided-missile test range for USAF. The range is subse-
quently established at Cape Canaveral, Florida.

12 May: The Soviet Union ends the blockade of West Berlin.
To build up stockpiles, airlift continues on a gradually
reduced basis.

2 June: Gen Henry H. Arnold is given the permanent rank
of General of the Air Force.

1 July: The Air Force establishes the USAF Medical Service,
headed by Maj Gen Malcolm C. Grow, the first USAF
surgeon general.

10 August: President Truman signs the National Security
Act amendments of 1949, revising unification legislation of



1947 and converting the National Milftary Establishment
into the Department of Defense (DOD).

30 September: The Berlin airlift, gradually reduced since 12
May 1949, officially ends. Allied aircraft carried 2,343,301.5
tons of supplies on 277,264 flights. U.S. planes carried
1,783,826 tons.

5 December: As result of detection of a Soviet atomic
explosion in August 1949, USAF diverts $50 million from
other projects to begin construction of radar sites in Alaska
and other areas of the United States.

|_d
1950
15 January: General of the Air Force Henry H. Arnold dies of
a heart ailment at Sonoma, California.

1 June: The USAF is authorized to organize the Ground
Observer Corps as part of the civil air raid warning system.

" TG

The F-51 Mustang, a superb air superiority tighter by World War I
standards, was relegated to ground attack a few years later in Korea,
outclassed by new generations of jet fighters.



27 June: President Truman announces that he has ordered
the USAF to aid South Korea, which North Korean communist
forces had invaded two days previously.

27 June: 1st Lt William G. Hudson, USAF, flying an F-82
Twin Mustang, shoots down and destroys the first enemy
plane in the Korean War, a Yak-11, a single-engine, propeller-
driven Soviet fighter aircraft.

30 June: President Truman authorizes Gen Douglas
MacArthur to dispatch air forces against targets in North
Korea.

6 July: The Harmon International Aviation Awards
Committee names James H. Doolittle as aviator of the
decade, Jacqueline Cochran as outstanding aviatrix, and
Vice Adm Charles E. Rosendahl as top aeronaut (lighter-
than-air man).

13 July: B-29s of the 22d and 92d Bombardment Groups
bomb the North Korean marshaling yards at Wonsan, the
first strategic bombing raid of the Korean War. The groups
had been alerted on 1 July, left the United States on 5 July,
and arrived at their bases in Japan and Okinawa only six
days prior to this raid.

5 August: Maj Louis J. Sebille, USAF, is killed in action
flying a severely damaged F-51 Mustang against an enemy
force concentration in Korea. Major Sebille is the first
member of the recently created USAF to be awarded the
Medal of Honor.

15 September-28 October: The first contingent of 27th
Fighter Escort Wing F-84E Thunderjet fighters leaves
Bergstrom AFB, Texas, on 15 September, arriving in West -
Germany on 18 September. The second contingent leaves
Texas on 15 October, arriving in West Germany on 28
October. The 27th Fighter Escort Wing receives the Mackay
Trophy for this flight.

22 September: Col David C. Schilling completes the first
nonstop flight over the Atlantic by a jet aircraft, landing his
F-84 Thunderjet at Limestone, Maine, after flying 3,300
miles from England in ten hours, one minute.



28 September:’ Eight white mice survive a flight to an
altitude of 97,000 feet in a balloon launched at Holloman
AFB, New Mexico.

29 September: The USAF announces that a parachute jump
of 42,449 feet was made by Capt Richard V. Wheeler at
Holloman AFB.

8 November: In history’s first battle between jet aircraft, a
USAF F-80 Shooting Star, piloted by Lt Russell J. Brown,
downs a North Korean MiG-15.

29 November-8 December: Combat Cargo Command mounts
a maximum effort to supply the 1st Marine Division trapped
by Chinese forces at the Chosin Reservoir. Altogether, C-119s
and C—47s air-drop or land on rough air strips 1,580 tons of
supplies and equipment, including eight bridge spans, and
evacuate almost 5,000 sick and wounded marines.

5 December: Combat Cargo Command uses 131 flights to
evacuate 3,925 patients from Korea. This is the Korean
War's largest day of aeromedical airlift.

14-17 December: Combat Cargo Command evacuates 228
patients, 3,891 other passengers, and 20,088 tons of cargo
from Yonpo Airfield as Chinese troops press the X Corps
in the Hamhung-Hungnam defense perimeter. Naval
transports remove the remainder of X Corps by 24
December.

1951

15-16 February: H-5 helicopter pilots of the 3d Air Rescue
Squadron brave a blinding snowstorm and 40-knot winds to
deliver blood plasma and medical supplies to the U.S. Army
2d Division at Chipyong, Korea, and to evacuate 52 wounded
men.

1 March: The USAF establishes its northernmost operational
base, Thule AB, Greenland, 690 miles north of the Arctic
Circle.

15 March: A Boeing KC-97A Stratofreighter tanker success-
fully refuels a B47 jet bomber in-flight.



18 April: An Aerobee research rocket flies a monkey into
space, the first primate in space, from Holloman AFB.

20 May: Capt James Jabara becomes the world’s first jet
ace, shooting down his fifth and sixth MiGs in the Korean
War.

6 July: An Air Materiel Command KB~-29M tanker, operated
by a SAC crew assigned to the 43d Air Refueling Squadron,
conducts the first air refueling over enemy territory under
combat conditions. The tanker refuels four RF-80 Shooting
Stars flying reconnaissance missions over North Korea.

17 August: Flying a combat-equipped F-86E Sabrejet, Col
Fred J. Ascani sets a world-speed record of 635.6 mph in
the 100-kilometer closed-course competition at the National
Air Races in Detroit, Michigan. Colonel Ascani will receive
the Mackay Trophy for the meritorious flight of 1951.

24 August: Air Force Chief of Staff Gen Hoyt S. Vandenberg
reports that the February 1951 Nevada atomic bomb tests
evaluated a new atomic tactical weapon for use against
armies in the field.

13 September: The USAF announces establishment of its
first pilotless bomber squadron at Missile Test Center,
Cocoa, Florida.

14 September: Capt John S. Walmsley Jr., USAF, loses his
life illuminating an enemy supply train while piloting a
searchlight-equipped B-26 Invader. Disabling the enemy
train with bombs, Captain Walmsley makes repeated passes
over the halted train, taking no evasive action, to guide
other USAF aircraft to the target. He earns the Medal of
Honor.

20 September: The USAF makes the first successful
recovery of animals from a rocket flight when a monkey and
11 mice survive an Aerobee flight to an altitude of 236,000
feet.

23 October: The 306th Bombardment Wing, Medium,
receives the first production B-47 Stratojet medium bomber
to enter service. This aircraft will become the workhorse of
SAC through most of the 1950s.

10
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7 January: The USAF announces plans to increase its
effective combat strength by 50 percent and personnel by
20 percent. The result will be a full 143-wing, 1,273,200-
person Air Force.

8 January: Exercise Snowfall begins the largest U.S. airlift of
troops to date. During 8-13 January, approximately 100
planes of the 516th Troop Carrier Wing airlift 8,623 troops
from Fort Campbell, Kentucky, to Wheeler-Sack Army Air
Field, New York.

1 February: The U.S. Air Force acquires its first general-
purpose, high-speed digital computer, a vacuum-tube-based
Univac I.

F-86 Sabres enabled American pilots to turn the tide of the air war in Korea
in favor of the Allies.

11



10 February: Leading a flight of three F-86 Sabrejets on a
combat air patrol mission near the Manchurian border, Maj
George A. Davis Jr. engages 12 enemy MiG-15 jet fighters in
aerial combat. After shooting down two enemy aircraft and
completely disrupting the enemy formation, Major Davis is
himself shot down and killed. Major Davis is the first USAF
member to become an ace in two wars, World War II and
Korea. He earns the Medal of Honor for his sacrifice.

15 April: The YB-52, eight-jet Stratofortress prototype, the
first all-jet intercontinental heavy bomber, makes its first
flight.

3 May: A ski-and-wheel-equipped USAF C-47 Skytrain
makes the world’s first successful North Pole landing.

23-24 June: Combined air elements of the U.S. Air Force,
Navy, and Marine Corps virtually destroy the electric power
potential of North Korea. The two-day attack, involving over
1,200 sorties, is the largest single air effort since World War II.

2 July: The USAF discloses a new jet fighter, the Lockheed
F-94C Starfire, the first Air Force fighter armed solely with
rockets.

14 July: The Ground Observer Corps initiates the 24-
hour-a-day Skywatch program as part of a nationwide
air-defense effort.

17 July: Fifty-eight F-84 Thunderjets of 31st Fighter Escort
Wing complete a record transoceanic mass-jet flight. The
flight, under Col David C. Schilling, left Turner AFB,
Georgia, on 4 July, and landed at Yokota AB, Japan, on 16
and 17 July, flying 10,895 miles with seven stops and two
aerial refuelings. This is the first mass-fighter deployment
supported by in-flight refueling.

19 July: The USAF announces the first successful flying of
balloons at controlled constant stratospheric altitudes for
periods lasting over three days.

29 July: An RB—45 assigned to the 91st Strategic Reconnais-
sance Wing flies from Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, to Yokota AB
making the first nonstop transpacific flight by a jet aircraft.
Maj Louis H. Carrington Jr., Maj Frederick W. Shook, and

12



Capt Wallace D. Yancey earn the 1952 Mackay Trophy for
this flight.

31 July: Two USAF MATS Sikorsky H-19 helicopters
complete the first transatlantic helicopter flight, having
flown in five stages from Westover Field, Massachusetts, to
Prestwick, Scotland.

30 September: The Bell Rascal GAM-63 air-to-surface
strategic missile launches for the first time.

22 November: While leading a flight of four F-80 Shooting
Star fighters dive-bombing enemy gun positions, Maj
Charles J. Loring deliberately crashes his damaged aircraft
into’enemy emplacements. Major Loring earns the Medal of
Honor for his sacrifice.

26 November: A Northrop B-62 Snark, a turbojet-powered
subsonic long-range missile, is launched for the first time
from a zero-length launcher.

1953

8 February: The American Medical Association recognizes
Aviation Medicine as a medical specialty, the first one to
evolve from military practice and research.

25 May: George Welch, North American test pilot, flies the
prototype YF-100 Super Sabre for the first time, taking off
and landing at Air Force Flight Test Center, Edwards AFB,
California.

8 June: At Luke AFB, Arizona, the USAF Thunderbirds,
officially designated the 3600th Air Demonstration Flight,
perform for the first time.

11 July: Maj John F. Bolt becomes the first jet ace in
Marine Corps history while flying the F-86 Sabrejet on
temporary duty with the Air Force’s 51st Fighter Interceptor
Wing. :

27 July: Capt Ralph S. Parr Jr. gains the last aerial victory
of the Korean War by shooting down an II-2 at 12:30 p.M.
The armistice became effective at 10:01 P.M.

13



20 August: During Operation Longstride, F-84 Thunderjets
assigned to the 31st Strategic Fighter Wing fly from Albany,
Georgia, to Nouasseur AB, Morocco. On the same day 17
F-84G Thunderjets assigned to the 508th Strategic Fighter
Wing fly nonstop 4,485 miles from Albany to Lakenheath,
England. These first nonstop transatlantic flights by fighters
demonstrate SAC’s capability for rapid long-range deployment
and earn the Mackay Trophy.

25 August: The USAF announces that it has transformed a
B-36 Peacemaker bomber into a “flying aircraft carrier”
capable of launching and recovering an F-84 Thunderjet
fighter in flight.

1 September: The USAF announces the first instance of
aerial refueling of jet-powered aircraft by jet-powered
aircraft, in which a standard B-47 Stratojet received fuel in
the air from a KB-47B Stratojet.

11 September: The Sidewinder infrared-guided air-to-air
missile makes the first successful interception, sending an
F-6F drone down in flames.

14 October: The X-10, prototype of the North American
B-64 Navaho ramjet-propelled surface-to-surface guided
missile, makes initial flight.

12 December: Maj Charles E. Yeager, USAF, attains speed
of 1,650 mph—about twice that of sound—at Edwards AFB
in a Bell X~-1A rocket ship launched from a B-36 bomber.

1954

24 February: President Dwight D. Eisenhower approves a
National Security Council recommendation for construction
of a distant early warning line.

1 March: The United States explodes the first hydrogen
bomb in the Marshall Islands.

16 March: Representative W. Sterling Cole, chairman of the
Joint Atomic Energy Committee, reports that the United
States has a hydrogen weapon that can be delivered by
airplane to any target in the world.

14



1 April: President Eisenhower signs into law a bill creating
the Air Force Academy.

24 June: Secretary of the Air Force Harold E. Talbott
announces the permanent location of the Air Force
Academy will be a 15,000-acre tract of land six miles north
of Colorado Springs, Colorado.

15 July: The first jet-powered transport built in the U.S.,
the Boeing 707, flight-tests near Seattle, Washington. This
aircraft is the prototype for military Stratotanker and
commercial Stratoliner.

26 July: Lt Gen Hubert R. Harmon is appointed the first
superintendent of the Air Force Academy.

6-7 August: Two B-47 Stratojets assigned to the 308th
Bombardment Wing fly a 10,000-mile nonstop flight from
Hunter AFB, Georgia, to French Morocco and back to
Hunter AFB. The 308th Bombardment Wing wins the
Mackay Trophy for this flight. During the same period, two
B-47 Stratojet wings assigned to the 38th Air Division
depart Hunter AFB, fly a simulated bombing mission, and
recover in French Morocco, demonstrating the ability of
strategic bombers to operate from forward bases.

1 November: The USAF B-29 Superfortress, the aircraft
famed for having dropped atom bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Japan, is withdrawn from service.

2 November: Test pilot J. F. Coleman, flying Convair XYF-1,
takes off in vertical flight, shifts to horizontal, and changes
back to vertical for landing at San Diego, California.

7 December: The USAF makes the first successful recovery
of a missile, a Navaho X-10, using a fully automatic
approach and landing system at Edwards AFB.

10 December: In a rocket-propelled sled run, Col John P.
Stapp, USAF, attains speed of 632 mph and sustains
greater G-force than ever endured in recorded deceleration
tests—the equivalent of Mach 1.7 at 35,000 feet. The test
determines that humans can survive ejection from aircraft
at supersonic speeds.

15



1955

6 April: A missile launched by a B-36 Peacemaker bomber
at a height of 42,000 feet explodes its nuclear warhead
some six miles above Yucca Flat, Nevada. This is the
highest known altitude of any nuclear blast.

29 June: The first Boeing B-52 Stratofortress to enter USAF
operational service is delivered to the 93d Bombardment
Wing, Castle AFB, California.

July: The Air Force Academy admits its first class of 306
cadets at Lowery AFB, Colorado, its temporary location until
it can move to Colorado Springs.

20 August: Col Horace A. Hanes, USAF, flying an F-100
Super Sabre over the Mojave Desert, establishes a new
speed record of 822.135 mph. Colonel Hanes, the director of
Flight Testing, Air Force Flight Test Center, Edwards AFB,
will receive the Mackay Trophy for his record-breaking
flight.

6 October: DOD announces that it has awarded a contract
to Glenn L. Martin Company as primary contractor for
building a rocket vehicle for launching an earth satellite.
Martin receives authorization to contract with General
Electric Company for construction of the rocket motor for
the launching vehicle.

22 October: The Republic F-105A Thunderchief fighter-
bomber, designed to carry nuclear weapons and support
field armies, exceeds the speed of sound on its initial flight
at Edwards AFB.

1956

17 January: DOD reveals the existence of semiautomatic
ground environment (SAGE), an automated electronic
air-defense system. SAGE radars transmit data rapidly via
telephone lines to direction/combat centers where large
computers process the information.

21 May: At an altitude of 50,000 feet over the Pacific, Maj
David Crichlow, USAF, in a B-52 Stratofortress bomber,

16



drops the first airborne hydrogen bomb, which explodes on
Bikini Atoll.

7 September: Capt Iven C. Kincheloe Jr. sets the altitude
record for manned flight at Edwards AFB piloting a Bell X-2
transonic rocket-powered aircraft to a height of 126,200
feet. Captain Kincheloe receives the Mackay Trophy for this
flight.

15 September: The 701st Tactical Missile Wing (TMW),
scheduled to be equipped with the Matador cruise missile,
activates under Twelfth Air Force at Hahn AB, Germany.
This is the first USAF TMW.

27 September: An X-2 transonic rocket-powered plane,
piloted by Capt Milburn G. Apt and launched from a B-50
bomber, sets a speed record of 2,094 mph over the Mojave
Desert. Later in the flight the aircraft crashes, killing the
pilot.

11 November: USAF’'s first supersonic bomber, the
delta-wing Convair B-58 Hustler, capable of flying at a
speed of 1,000 mph, makes its initial flight at Fort Worth,
Texas.

26 November: Secretary of Defense Charles E. Wilson
issues a memorandum to the Armed Forces Policy Council
establishing the areas of jurisdiction of three U.S. armed
services in developing missiles of various ranges. Secretary
Wilson gives the USAF operational jurisdiction over
long-range missiles.

30 November: A Martin TM-61 Matador, a jet-propelled
missile, completes its final test flight and becomes USAF’s
first operational tactical missile. With a range of several
hundred miles, the Matador cruises at 650 mph and has a
ceiling of 35,000 feet.

9 December: The 463d Troop Carrier Wing receives USAF's
first C-130 Hercules tactical cargo and troop carrier. This
four-engined turboprop airlifter has an unrefueled range of
over 2,500 miles. It can carry outsized cargo of almost
50,000 pounds or up to 92 troops, and can take off and
land within about 3,600 feet.
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1957

18 January: Commanded by Maj Gen Archie J. Old Jr.,
USAF, three B-52 Stratofortresses complete a 24,325-mile
around-the-world nonstop flight, nicknamed Operation
Power Flite, in 45 hours, 19 minutes, and an average speed
of 534 mph. The 93d Strategic Bombardment Wing wins the
Mackay Trophy for this first globe-circling, nonstop flight by
jet aircraft.

12 April: The USAF discloses the Ryan X-13 Vertijet
research plane, capable of vertical takeoff and landings, has
flown successfully at Edwards AFB.

19 April: A Douglas Thor (XSM-75) intermediate-range
ballistic missile successfully launches at Cape Canaveral.

2 June: Capt Joseph W. Kittinger Jr., USAF, establishes the
altitude-endurance record for manned lighter-than-air
aircraft by remaining aloft in a balloon over Minnesota for
six hours, 34 minutes. Two hours of that time was spent
above 96,000 feet.

11 June: Assigned to the 4080th Strategic Reconnaissance
Wing, the first U-2 high-altitude, long-range reconnaissance
aircraft arrives at Laughlin AFB, Texas. The U-2 can fly
ten-hour missions at exceptionally high altitudes at a top
speed of 600 mph.

28 June: Assigned to the 93d Air Refueling Squadron, the
first KC-135 Stratotanker arrives at Castle AFB. The jet
tanker can cruise at the same speed as jet bombers while
refueling, drastically reducing the time for missions
requiring in-flight refueling.

1 July: The 704th Strategic Missile Wing (SMW) activates at
Cooke AFB, California. This is the first USAF ICBM wing.

19 July: The USAF fires the first air-to-air nuclear defense
rocket, the Douglas MB-1 Genie, from an F-89J over Yucca
Flat, Nevada.

31 July: The distant early warning line, a string of early
warning radar installations extending across the Canadian
Arctic, is declared fully operational.

20



Atlas, the free worid’s first intercontinental ballistic missile, had a range of
more than 5,500 nautical miles.

21



1 August: The North American Air Defense Command, a
joint United States-Canadian command with an air-defense
mission, is informally established.

15 August: Gen Nathan F. Twining becomes the first
USATF officer to serve as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

20 September: The USAF chief of staff, Gen Thomas D.
White, announces development of radar units capable of
detecting ICBMs at distances of 3,000 miles.

4 October: The Soviet Union launches Sputnik, the world’s
first artificial space satellite.

11 October: A Thor intermediate-range ballistic missile is
launched at Cape Canaveral, exceeding its designed 1,500-
mile range and landing in the Atlantic Ocean 2,000 miles
from launching point. It is the second Thor to be successfully
tested.

16 October: The USAF successfully launches an Aerobee
rocket to a height of 35 miles, where its nose cone separates
and travels to a height of 54 miles. At this point, shaped
charges blast pellets into space at a speed of 33,000 mph,
surpassing by 8,000 mph the speed necessary to escape from
the earth’s gravity.

22 October: Operation Far Side, a four-stage rocket, fires

from a balloon at 100,000 feet above Eniwetok, penetrating
at least 2,700 miles into outer space.

21 November: DOD announces that the first ICBM base will
be built at Francis E. Warren AFB, Wyoming.

29 November: Gen Thomas D. White announces the
assignment of the intercontinental and intermediate-range
ballistic missile programs to SAC as well as the transfer of the
1st Missile Division to SAC, and that the San Bernardino Air
Force Depot will support the long-range ballistic missile
program.

15 December: The 556th Strategic Missile Squadron (SMS),
the first SM~62 Snark operational squadron, activates at
Patrick AFB, Florida.
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17 December: USAF accomplishes its first successful firing of
an Atlas intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM). The Atlas
reentry vehicle lands in the target area after a flight of 500
miles.

19 December: The fourth successfully tested Thor missile

completes the first fully guided intermediate-range ballistic
missile flight using an all-inertial guidance system.

1958

1 January: The USAF activates the 672d Strategic Missile
Squadron, with Thor intermediate-range ballistic missile, at
Cooke (later, Vandenberg) AFB with Col Harry H. Zink as
commander.

15 January: The USAF activates the 475th Air Defense Missile
Wing and assigns it the mission of developing and conducting
a training program for Bomarc missile units. The Bomarc is
an unmanned supersonic interceptor capable of destroying
targets at ranges between 250 and 450 nautical miles.

31 January: Explorer I, the first U.S. satellite to go into orbit,
is launched by a Jupiter C rocket from Cape Canaveral.

8 February: The USAF institutes systems management of a
ballistic early warning system when it contracts with RCA to
manage existing communications facilities, including the
distant early warning line and SAGE systems, designed to
provide maximum early warning to the North American Air
Defense Command, SAC, and civil defense agencies.

27 February: Missile Director William M. Holaday approves
USAF's Minuteman Project, a program for building 5,000-
mile-range solid-fuel ballistic missiles launched from under-
ground installations.

17 March: Vanguard I, second U.S. satellite to go into orbit,
is launched from Cape Canaveral.

28 April: After an in-flight explosion, the pilot and navigator of
a 341st Bombardment Wing B—47 eject successfully. While
attempting to egress, the copilot, 1st Lt James E. Obenauf,
notices another crew member unconscious and incapable of
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escape. Instead of ejecting, Lieutenant Obenauf remains on
the crippled and burning aircraft, piloting it from the
backseat position to a safe landing at Dyess AFB, Texas. He
will receive the Distinguished Flying Cross for his heroism.

27 June: At Cape Canaveral the 556th Strategic Missile
Squadron successfully completes the first military launching
of a Snark intercontinental cruise missile.

9 July: A USAF Thor-Able reentry test vehicle, in the first
nose cone test at ICBM range and velocity, carries a mouse
some 6,000 miles over the Atlantic Ocean in flight from
Cape Canaveral to the Ascension Island area.

15 July: After Lebanon asks the U.S. for assistance, Tactical
Air Command (TAC) dispatches Composite Air Strike Force
Bravo to the Middle East in 12 hours.

1 August: A missile-borne nuclear weapon detonates at
high altitude over Johnston Island in the Pacific as part of a
program to develop an anti-ICBM defense.

28 August: Cape Canaveral launches an Atlas ICBM that
accurately flies a 3,000-mile course and lands in the target
area in the first test of radio-command guidance system.

September: Responding to Chinese communist threats to
the Taiwan Straits, a TAC Composite Strike Force (that
includes F-~100 Super Sabres, F-101 Voodoos, B-57
Canberras, and C-130 Hercules) deploys to the Far East.
Its rapid and effective deployment wins the Mackay
Trophy.

24 September: A Bomarc missile pilotless interceptor
launches from Cape Canaveral by a semiautomatic ground-
environment unit in Kingston, New York, destroying a
1,000-mph target flying 48,000 feet over the Atlantic Ocean
at a distance of 75 miles.

1 October: The National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) is established to control nonmilitary scientific
space projects.

11 October: A USAF-launched Pioneer I lunar probe vehicle
attains a height of approximately 80,000 miles before falling
back to the earth on 13 October.
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16 December: The Pacific Missile Range begins launching
operations with the successful flight of a Thor missile, the
first ballistic missile launched over the Pacific Ocean.

18 December: The USAF places in orbit the first artificial
communications satellite, a Project Score relay vehicle
integral with the four-ton Atlas launcher. The next day, the
satellite broadcasts a taped recording of President Dwight
D. Eisenhower’s Christmas message.

1959

15 January: SAC orders the first integration of missile and
bomber forces by transferring the 703d Strategic Missile
Wing (ICBM Titan) and the 706th Strategic Missile Wing
(ICBM Atlas) from 1st Missile Division to Fifteenth Air
Force.

21 January: The U.S. Army’s first tactical Jupiter
intermediate-range ballistic missile strikes target area after
a 1,700-mile flight test. The Jupiter will eventually become
a USAF weapon system.

1 February: Operational control of the distant early warning
line is transferred from USAF to Royal Canadian Air Force.

6 February: The USAF successfully launches the first Titan
I ICBM. With a range of 5,500 nautical miles, the two-stage
liquid-fueled missile will be deployed in underground silos
but has to be raised to the surface before launch.

12 February: SAC retires its last B-36 Peacemaker to
become an all-jet bomber force.

28 February: The USAF successfully launches the
Discoverer I satellite into polar orbit from Vandenberg AFB,
California.

6 April: NASA announces that seven pilots from U.S.
armed services are chosen for the Mercury astronaut
program established to train the first U.S. space pilot.
Among those selected are USAF Capts L. Gordon Cooper
Jr., Virgil I. “Gus” Grissom, and Donald K. “Deke”
Slayton.
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23 April: The GAM-77 Hound Dog supersonic missile
designed to deliver a nuclear warhead over a distance of
several hundred miles test-fires for the first time from a
B-52 bomber at Eglin AFB, Florida.

28 May: Monkeys Able and Baker are recovered alive from
the Atlantic Ocean near Antigua Island after a flight to an
altitude of 300 miles in the nose cone of a Jupiter missile
launched from Cape Canaveral.

3 June: The Air Force Academy graduates the first class of
207 graduates. Two hundred and five receive commissions
as regular officers in USAF.

8 June: Piloted by Scott Crossfield, the seven and one-half-
ton X-15 hypersonic rocket plane, designed for speeds up to
4,000 mph and altitudes to 100 miles, drops from a B-52
more than seven miles above the Mojave Desert for a
nonpowered glide test—its first free flight.

7 August: Two USAF F-100s make the first flight by jet
fighter aircraft over the North Pole.

9 September: A SAC crew fires an Atlas ICBM for the first
time from Vandenberg AFB. The missile travels 4,300 miles
at 16,000 mph. After this shot, SAC’s commander in chief
declares Atlas operational.

1 October: The USAF Aerospace Medical Center activates at
Brooks AFB, Texas, absorbing the former School of Aviation
Medicine, the USAF Hospital at Lackland AFB, Texas, and
other facilities.

28 October—19 December: The 4520th Aerial Demonstration
Team, better known as the Thunderbirds, tours the Far East,
earning the Mackay Trophy.

31 October: A Series D Atlas ICBM goes on alert at
Vandenberg AFB. This is the first American ICBM equipped
with a nuclear warhead to be placed on alert status.

1960

May: SAC places one-third of its bombers and tankers on
15-minute ground alert.
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A three-man aircrew scrambles for its B-58 Hustler. The delta-wing aircraft
was well named since it could fly at twice the speed of sound.

1 August: SAC’s 43d Bombardment Wing at Carswell AFB
accepts the first operational B-58 Hustler medium
bomber. The United States’s first supersonic bomber, the
delta-wing aircraft flies at twice the speed of sound and
can be refueled in-flight.

11 August: Recovery of a 300-pound capsule ejected by
USAF’s Discoverer XIII marks the first recovery of an object
ejected by an orbiting satellite. Planned aerial retrieval is
abandoned when the capsule lands outside the designated
area; recovery is made by U.S. Navy frogmen.

19 August: Piloting a C-119, Capt Harold F. Mitchell, USAF,
retrieves the Discoverer XIV reentry capsule in midair. This
is the first successful aerial recovery of a returning space
capsule. The 6593d Test Squadron (Special) wins the
Mackay Trophy for the aerial recovery of reentry vehicles.
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30 August: With six Atlas missiles ready to launch, the
564th Strategic Missile Squadron at Francis E. Warren AFB
becomes the first fully operational ICBM squadron.

19 December: In an unmanned test of the Mercury space
capsule, NASA uses a Redstone rocket booster to launch the
capsule from Cape Canaveral. The vehicle attains a speed of
4,200 mph, a height of 135 miles, and a distance of 235
miles. Landing safely by parachute, it is recovered within 32
minutes.

1961

31 January: A Redstone booster carrying Ham, a chimpanzee,
in a Mercury space capsule launches from Cape Canaveral on
an 18-minute, 420-mile flight. Ham performs well during the
flight, apparently suffering no ill-effects.

1 February: The ballistic missile early warning system
(BMEWS) site at Thule, Greenland, becomes operational.
Subsequently, other sites become operational at Clear,
Alaska, and Fylingdales in the United Kingdom. Operated
by the North American Air Defense Command, the BMEWS
provides SAC with sufficient warning of an impending
missile or aircraft attack to launch its own alert force.

1 February: A Minuteman ICBM launches for the first time at
Cape Canaveral in a major test. Under full guidance, the
solid-fueled missile travels 4,600 miles, hitting the target area.

3 February: SAC initiates the Looking Glass airborne
command post. Maintaining continuous 24-hour coverage
in shifts, Looking Glass aircraft are converted KC-135
Stratotankers equipped to communicate with the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, any SAC base, or any SAC aircraft in the air
or on the ground.

13 February: The USAF successfully launches its new
solid-fueled, air-to-surface missile, GAM-83B Bullpup, at
supersonic speed from an F-100 Super Sabre. A modified
version of a U.S. Navy missile, GAM-83B can carry a
nuclear weapon. The pilot of the parent airplane can guide
it to target.
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7 March: SAC declares operational the Quail, a diversionary
missile (GAM-72A) to be used with the B-52.

17 April: A constant-altitude balloon, launched at Vernalis,
California, by USAF’s Cambridge Research Center, remains
at 70,000 feet for nine days with a 40-pound payload.

3 May: An Air Force Systems Command (AFSC) crew
launches a Titan I ICBM from a hard “silo lift” launcher for
the first time at Vandenberg AFB.

26 May: A B-58 Hustler supersonic bomber from the 43d
Bombardment Wing sets a record flying from New York to
Paris in three hours, 19 minutes, 41 seconds at an average
speed of 1,302 mph. The crew, consisting of Maj William R.
Payne, Capt William L. Polhemus, and Capt Raymond
Wagener, win the Mackay Trophy for the flight.

1 June: At Kincheloe AFB, Michigan, the first Bomarc-B
pilotless interceptor site is declared operational.

9 June: Delivery of the first C-135 Stratolifter jet cargo
aircraft marks the beginning of modernization of MATS's
former all-propeller-driven fleet.

July: SAC places 50 percent of its bombers and tankers on
15-minute ground alert.

1 July: The North American Air Defense Command begins
operation of a space detection and tracking system designed
to provide electronic cataloging of man-made space objects.

21 July: America’s second Project Mercury astronaut, Capt
Virgil 1. Grissom, USAF, attains an altitude of 118 miles and
a speed of 5,310 mph in a 303-mile suborbital space flight
from Cape Canaveral in the Liberty Bell 7 capsule launched
by a Mercury-Redstone 4 booster.

8 August: The USAF launches an Atlas F missile from Cape
Canaveral for the first time. The Atlas F, designed for
long-term storage of liquid fuels and for shortened
countdown, is the only Atlas model destined for emplacement
in hardened underground silos.

13 September: The world-wide Mercury tracking network is
used for the first time in observing the orbit of an
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unmanned Mercury vehicle. The test convinces NASA that
the Atlas vehicle is capable of launching a man into orbit.

19 September: The SAGE Center at Gunter AFB, Alabama,
controls the flight of a Bomarc B pilotless interceptor from
launch at Eglin AFB to interception of a Regulus II
supersonic drone at an altitude of seven miles and distance
of 250 miles off the Florida coast. The missile successfully
makes a U-turn maneuver.

9 November: Maj Robert M. White, USAF, attains a top
speed of 4,093 mph in an X-15 hypersonic rocket plane
while flying at full throttle at an altitude of 101,600 feet.

17 November: The USAF successfully launches the first
Minuteman intercontinental missile from an underground
silo at Cape Canaveral. It flies 3,000 miles down the Atlantic
Missile Range.

29 November: NASA’s Mercury vehicle, containing two
chimpanzees, successfully completes a two-orbit flight
around the earth after launch from Cape Canaveral.

1 December: The first Minuteman Missile Squadron, the
10th Strategic Missile Squadron, is activated at Malmstrom
AFB, Montana.

15 December: The North American Air Defense Command’s
SAGE system becomes fully operational with completion of
its 21st and last control center at Sioux City, lowa.

1962

29 January: The last Titan I test-fires from Cape Canaveral
on a 5,000-mile flight. Of 47 shots, 34 are successful, nine
partially successful, and four unsuccessful.

2 February: A USAF C-123 Provider aircraft crashes in
South Vietnam while spraying defoliant during Operation
Ranch Hand. This is the first USAF aircraft loss in South
Vietnam.

5 March: The crew of a B-58 Hustler bomber assigned to
the 43d Bombardment Wing sets three speed records in a
round-trip flight between New York City and Los Angeles,
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Artist’s conception of the hypersonic X-15 rocket plane as it is released
into flight from its mount below the wing of a B-52.

California. The Hustler makes the trip in four hours, 41
minutes, 15 seconds, averaging 1,044.46 mph. The crew
receives the Mackay Trophy for this flight.

21 March: A bear becomes the first living creature ejected
from a supersonic aircraft when the USAF tests an escape
capsule designed for installation in the B-58. Ejecting at
35,000 feet from a B-58 flying 870 mph, the bear lands
unharmed seven minutes, 49 seconds later.

18 April: At Lowry AFB SAC declares operational the USAF’s
first Titan I squadron, the 724th Strategic Missile Squadron,
equipped with nine missiles, the first emplaced in hardened,
underground installations.

19 June: Astronaut Capt Virgil I. Grissom, USAF, receives
the first Gen Thomas D. White USAF Space Trophy from
Secretary of the Air Force Eugene M. Zuckert for his
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“outstanding contribution to the nation’s progress in
aerospace in Mercury spacecraft Liberty Bell 7 flight.”

29 June: A USAF team fires the first Minuteman from an
underground silo at Cape Canaveral to a target area 2,300
miles downrange. This is the first Minuteman launched by
a military crew.

8 July: A Thor rocket carries a megaton-plus hydrogen
device to an altitude above 200 miles in a launch from
Johnston Island in Operation Dominic. The detonation of
the nuclear device at that altitude marks the highest U.S.
thermonuclear blast.

17 July: Maj Robert M. White, USAF, pilots the X-15-1
hypersonic experimental aircraft to a world-record altitude
of 58.7 miles during which the X-15 achieves its original
design altitude. Maximum speed is 3,784 mph.

19 July: A Nike-Zeus antimissile missile fired from Kwajalein
Island makes the first known interception of an ICBM when
it brings down the nose cone of an Atlas missile launched
from Vandenberg AFB.

1 August: The USAF launches the first Atlas F from an
underground silo on a successful 5,000-mile flight from
Vandenberg AFB to the Pacific Test Range in the vicinity of
the Marshall Islands.

9 August: The USAF gives the first U.S. demonstration of
multiple-countdown capability by launching two Atlas D
missiles in rapid succession from Cape Canaveral on
5,000-mile flights.

14 October: A U.S. Air Force reconnaissance flight proves
the existence of Russian missile sites in Cuba.

27 October: A 4080th Strategic Wing U-2 reconnaissance
aircraft piloted by Maj Rudolf Anderson Jr. is shot down over
Cuba. Lost with his aircraft, Major Anderson posthumously
receives the first Air Force Cross for his sacrifice.

27 October: SAC places on alert the first ten Minuteman I
ICBMs, assigned to the 10th SMS, 341st Missile Wing,
Malmstrom AFB.
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5 December: The USAF completes the Atlas flight-test
program with launch of an “F” model from Cape Canaveral
on a 5,000-mile flight. Of 151 missiles launched, 108 make
successful flights.

11 December: SAC declares fully operational two flights of
Minuteman I ICBMs assigned to the 10th Strategic Missile
Squadron, Malmstrom AFB.

13-14 December: The USAF’s Project Stargazer balloon,
manned by Capt Joseph A. Kittinger Jr., USAF, and William
C. White, U.S. Navy civilian astronomer, reach an altitude of
82,000 feet in an 18.5-hour flight over southwestern New
Mexico. A telescope mounted atop the gondola gives White the
clearest celestial view ever experienced by an astronomer.

22 December: A U.S. Army Nike-Zeus antimissile missile
fired from Kwajalein Island intercepts an Atlas launched on
a 4,800-mile flight from Vandenberg AFB, demonstrating for
the first time the ability of a Nike-Zeus to discriminate
between an intended target and accompanying decoys.

1963

6 February: The 655th Aerospace Test Wing crew becomes
the first USAF unit to launch a Titan II missile in a firing
from Cape Canaveral.

1 March: The USAF achieves its first successful launch of an
advanced ballistic reentry system in a firing from Cape
Canaveral.

7 May: Dr. Theodore von Karman, distinguished U.S.
physicist, dies in Aachen, West Germany, a few days before
his 82d birthday.

15 May: Astronaut Maj L. Gordon Cooper Jr., USAF,
launches from Cape Canaveral in Project Mercury capsule
Faith 7. On 16 May, after completing 22 orbits of earth in 34
hours, 19 minutes, 49 seconds, he lands in the Pacific
about 60 miles southeast of Midway Island. He is the first
American to orbit the earth for more than one day and the
last pilot of the Project Mercury series.
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8 June: The 570th Strategic Missile Squadron, the first
Titan II ICBM squadron to be operational, activates at
Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona, and is assigned to SAC.

20 July: The crew members of C-47 Extol Pink distinguish
themselves in evacuating wounded Vietnamese at night
under heavy enemy fire. Capts Warren P. Tomsett, John R.
Ordemann, and Donald R. Mack; TSgt Edsol P. Inlow; and
SSgts Jack E. Morgan and Frank C. Barrett win the Mackay
Trophy for this deed.

1 August: NASA’'s Mariner II, launched by USAF on 27
August 1962 from Cape Canaveral, completes its first orbit
around the sun. It traveled approximately 540 million miles
to complete the first solar orbit.

10 October: Seven original members of the Project Mercury
astronaut team receive the Collier Trophy.

16 October: At Cape Canaveral the U.S. Air Force inaugurates
a space-based nuclear detection system by launching twin
satellites designed to assume circular 7,000-mile-high orbits
on opposite sides of the earth. The 475-pound, 20-sided
satellites, known as Project Vela Hotel or Project 823, are
designed to detect nuclear explosions.

29 November: By executive order, President Lyndon B.
Johnson renames Cape Canaveral as Cape Kennedy and
redesignates space facilities there as the John F. Kennedy
Space Center.

17 December: USAF's new C-141A Starlifter jet cargo
transport flies for the first time at Dobbins AFB, Georgia.
Capable of crossing any ocean nonstop at more than 500
mph, the Starlifter can transport 154 troops, 123 para-
troopers, or a combination of men and supplies. It can carry a
70,000-pound payload.

1964

8 April: The USAF'’s Titan II launch booster blasts into orbit
the first Gemini spacecraft. The Gemini series comprises the

first U.S.-manned orbital spacecraft.
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21 April: The number of SAC ICBMs on alert equals the
number of bombers on ground alert. From this day forward,
the share of nuclear deterrence shouldered by the missile
force will gradually outstrip that shouldered by the main
bomber force.

11 May: The USAF’s XB-70 Valkyrie, built by North
American Aviation, rolls out at Palmdale, California.
Designed to fly three times the speed of sound and at
altitudes above 70,000 feet, the 275-ton aircraft measures
185 feet in length and 105 feet in wing span.

27 July: The 1964 Daniel Guggenheim Medal is awarded
posthumously to Dr. Robert H. Goddard, the pioneer rocket
scientist.

28 July: NASA’s Ranger VII spacecraft launches from Cape
Kennedy on a flight to the moon. On 31 July Ranger VII will
complete its mission of taking and relaying 4,316 high-
quality close-up pictures of the lunar surface before
crashing into an area northwest of the Sea of Clouds.

19 August: Syncom III communications satellite is launched
by Thor-Delta launch vehicle. By 23 September after several
weeks of minor maneuvers, it will achieve almost perfect
stationary position (apogee 22,311 miles, perigee 22,164
miles) above the equator and international date line. For 15
days from 7 October, it will transmit the Olympic Games from
Tokyo, Japan. It is the world’s first geostationary satellite.

1 September: USAF Capts Albert R. Crews and Richard E.
Lawler complete a two-week stay in a simulated space cabin
at General Electric Space Center, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania.
According to officials, the test demonstrates that man can
perform more tasks in extended space flight than previously
assumed.

11 September: The USAF announces the retirement of two
squadrons of Atlas ICBMs and impending retirement of 105
more liquid-fueled missiles made obsolete by the solid-fueled
Minuteman.

17 September: President Johnson announces that the United
States is installing recently developed, over-the-horizon-type
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radar capable of “seeing” around the curvature of the earth
and of detecting a missile shortly after its launch.

21 September: At Palmdale, California, the B-70A Valkyrie
flies for the first time.

17-26 November: C-130 Hercules aircrews of the 464th Troop
Carrier Wing carry Belgiam paratroopers to deal with unrest
in Zaire, the former Belgiam Congo, airlifting refugees to France
on return flights. The airlift is instrumental in saving the lives
of nearly 2,000 hostages and wins the Mackay Trophy.

21 December: A USAF F-111A (later nicknamed Aardvark)
variable-sweep-wing fighter makes a successful maiden
flight at Carswell AFB.

22 December: President Johnson approves the inclusion in
fiscal year (FY) 1966 budget of funds for development of the
C-5A transport, later nicknamed Galaxy. The new aircraft can
carry 345 troops or up to 250,000 pounds of cargo to 6,500
miles, without refueling, at a speed of approximately 550 mph.

22 December: The new USAF strategic reconnaissance
plane, the SR-71 Blackbird, in its first flight at Palmdale
exceeds an altitude of 45,000 feet and speed of 1,000 mph.
The USAF team that tested the SR-71 will receive the
Mackay Trophy.

1965

1 January: The USAF’s first SR-71 Blackbird unit, the 4200th
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing, activates at Beale AFB,
California.

18 January: The short-range attack missile program is
announced by the President in his defense message to
Congress. Launched from a B-52 Stratofortress or FB-111
Aardvark, the nuclear-tipped missile can hit targets 50
nautical miles from the aircraft.

21 January: The Air Force Cambridge Research Laboratories,
Office of Aerospace Research, Hanscom AFB, Massachusetts,
“bounces” a laser beam off the Explorer 22 ionospheric
beacon satellite and photographically records its reflection.
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4 February: Air Defense Command fighter pilots score their
first interception of a Bomarc drone target. It was flying at
more than 1,500 mph at an altitude of more than 50,000
feet.

8 February: The USAF performs its first retaliatory air strike
in North Vietnam. A North American F-100 Super Sabre
flies cover for attacking South Vietnamese fighter aircraft,
suppressing ground fire in the target area.

18 February: First USAF jet raids are flown against enemy
concentrations in South Vietnam. American pilots fly Martin
B-57 Canberra bombers and F-100 fighters against the
Vietcong in South Vietnam near An Khe.

1 March: As a test, the first launch of an ICBM from an opera-
tional base is made from Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota. A
short-range, tethered, and unarmed Minuteman I missile is
used.

5 March: USAF’s F-111 completes its first supersonic flight
at Fort Worth, Texas.

23 March: Gemini 3, the first two-man U.S. space capsule,
is launched into orbit from the Air Force Eastern Test
Range, Patrick AFB, Florida.

20 April: The last Atlas F to leave a SAC operational base
is shipped from the 551st SMS, Lincoln AFB, Nebraska,
to storage facilities for future use as a launch vehicle in
various research and development programs. This
completes the phaseout of SAC’s first generation of
ICBMs.

23 April: The first operational Lockheed C-141 Starlifter
aircraft is delivered to Travis AFB, California.

2 May: An Oklahoma Air National Guard (ANG) “Talking
Bird” C-97 command post flies to the Caribbean area to
support U.S. forces in the Dominican Republic. Air Reserve
transports airlift 4,547 tons of cargo and 5,436 passengers
supporting the U.S. Air Force mission.

10 May: Tactical control of aircraft in battle areas is
assigned to USAF by the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

37



-

4 June: USAF space pilots Majs James A. McDivitt and
Edward H. White set a U.S. space endurance record lasting
97 hours, 30 seconds in a 63-orbit trip. During the Gemini
4 mission, White takes a 23-minute walk in space to
become the first U.S. astronaut to accomplish this feat.

18 June: SAC B-52s are used for the first time in Vietnam
when 28 aircraft, flying from Guam, strike Vietcong targets
near Saigon.

29 June: X-15 hypersonic pilot Capt Joe Engle becomes the
12th and youngest pilot to receive astronaut wings.

30 June: The last of 800 Minuteman I ICBMs become
operational at Francis E. Warren AFB when SAC accepts
the fifth Minuteman wing from the AFSC.

10 July: Scoring the first U.S. Air Force air-to-air combat
victory in Southeast Asia, two F-4C aircrews of the 45th
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This picture of a painting from the USAF Art Collection, entitled “Victory
Over North Vietnam,” depicts a MiG-21 in flames after engaging a USAF
F-4C.
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Tactical Fighter Squadron down two communist MiG~17 jet
fighters over North Vietnam.

7 August: The first Minuteman II missile is emplaced in its
silo at Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota.

21 August: The Gemini 5 spacecraft carrying astronauts Lt
Col Gordon Cooper, USAF, and Lt Cmdr Charles Conrad,
USN, is launched into orbit by a Titan II booster.
Splashdown will occur 29 August with a record-breaking
120 revolutions around the earth. It establishes five world
records, including four previously held by the USSR.

14 October: The XB-70A Valkyrie flies at triple-sonic speed
for the first time. The six-engine jet hits 2,000 mph at a
70,000-foot altitude.

15 October: The U.S. Air Force graduates the first class of
16 missile combat crew members from its Minuteman
education program. SAC missilemen receive their master’s
degrees under a program sponsored by the Air University’'s
Air Force Institute of Technology.

18 October: New York ANG’s 107th Tactical Fighter Group
becomes the first tactical guard unit deployed in peacetime
to the Pacific for a joint-service exercise.

23 October: The 4503d Tactical Fighter Squadron
(Provisional) arrives in Vietnam with 12 F-5A Freedom
Fighter aircraft for combat evaluation tests. A fighter version
of the T-38 Talon, the Freedom Fighter is produced for
export.

31 October: The first ten Minuteman II missiles are
transferred to SAC and are assigned to 447th Strategic
Missile Squadron at Grand Forks AFB.

1 November: Col Jeanne M. Holm becomes director of WAF.

3 December: The Secretary of Defense announces the U.S.
Air Force will develop a reconnaissance version of the F-111
Aardvark.

7 December: An operationally configured Minuteman II is
fired by a SAC crew for the first time from an operational
silo. The missile’s reentry vehicle impacts approximately
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4,000 miles downrange from the point of launch at
Vandenberg AFB.

8 December: The Secretary of Defense announces plans to
phase out older models of the B-52 bombers and all B-58
bombers.

10 December: Secretary McNamara announces the
development of a strategic and tactical bomber version of
the F-111, which will be known as the FB-111.

18 December: The 14-day flight by astronauts Cmdr James
Lovell Jr. and Lt Col Frank Borman aboard the Gemini 7
spacecraft and the rendezvous with astronauts Lt Col
Thomas P. Stafford and Capt Walter M. Schirra Jr., USN, in
Gemini 6, complete the nation’s most successful space
mission. Gemini 7 establishes 11 world records for manned
space flights, including the first rendezvous of two-manned
maneuverable spacecraft and the longest manned space
flight.

1966

1 January: The MATS is redesignated the Military Airlift
Command (MAC). The Eastern and Western Air Transport
Forces are redesignated the Twenty-first and Twenty-second
Air Forces, respectively. The Air Rescue Service becomes the
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service (ARRS). The Air
Photographic and Charting Service is renamed the
Aerospace Audio-Visual Service (AAVS).

1 January: Military airlift units of the ANG begin flying
about 75 cargo flights a month to Southeast Asia. These
flights are in addition to the more than 100 overseas
missions flown in a month by the ANG in augmenting
MAC’s global airlift mission.

1 January: A large rocket facility is established at the
Arnold Engineering Development Center, Tullahoma,
Tennessee, to operate two high-altitude test cells.

22 January: Operation Blue Light, the largest airlift in
history of troops and equipment into a combat zone, is
completed. More than 4,600 tons of equipment and over
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3,000 troops of the U.S. Army’s 3d Infantry Brigade, are
airlifted from Hickam AFB, Hawaii, to Pleiku, South
Vietnam. The operation began 27 December 1965.

1 February: A 200-bed USAF hospital becomes operational
at Cam Ranh Bay, South Vietnam.

16 February: Col L. Gordon Cooper, Col Frank Borman, and
Lt Col Thomas P. Stafford receive astronaut wings from the
U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff Gen John P. McConnell.

24 February: The first Minuteman salvo launch is made
from Vandenberg AFB by a SAC missile combat crew from
the 34 1st Strategic Missile Wing, Malmstrom AFB.

10 March: USAF Maj Bernard F. Fisher of Kuna, Idaho, a
1st Air Commando Squadron A-1E pilot, lands on the A
Shau airstrip after it is overrun by North Vietnamese
regulars to rescue downed A-1E pilot Maj Dafford W. Myers
of Newport, Washington. Major Fisher is later awarded the
Medal of Honor for his heroic act.

16 March: Titan II launches Neil Armstrong and David Scott
on their Gemini 8 mission. The astronauts later accomplish
the first docking maneuver in space with a Space Systems
Division-developed Agena target vehicle launched by an
Atlas booster. USAF pararescuemen attach flotation gear to
the Gemini 8 space capsule 20 minutes after splashdown in
the Pacific Ocean, 500 miles east of Okinawa. It is the first
time USAF rescue forces have participated in the actual
recovery of a Gemini capsule.

28 March: The USAF Special Weapons Center achieves the first
successful midair catch of an air-launched, air-recoverable
rocket (ALARR) nose cone over White Sands Missile Range.

31 March: SAC phases out its last B-47 Stratojet. The first
all-jet strategic bomber entered active service in 1951.

5 April: The first successful voice communications test with
airplane, satellite, and ground equipment is conducted in
an Air Force Avionics Laboratory project.

6 April: The Army agrees to transfer its CV-2 Caribou and
CV-~7 Buffalo aircraft to the U.S. Air Force, which will be
responsible for all future intratheater, fixed-wing tactical
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aircraft. USAF designations will be the C-7A Caribou and
C-8A Buffalo.

12 April: SAC B-52 bombers strike targets in North Vietnam
for the first time. They hit a supply route in the Mu Gia
Pass about 85 miles north of the border.

25 April: SAC’s first Minuteman II squadron—the 447th
Strategic Missile Squadron, Grand Forks AFB—is declared
combat ready. The squadron of 50 missiles and five
launch-control facilities is transferred to SAC by the AFSC'’s
Ballistic Systems Division.

26 April: Maj Paul J. Gilmore and 1st Lt William T. Smith
become the first USAF pilots to destroy a MiG-21. Flying
escort for F-105 Thunderchiefs near Hanoi when the flight is
attacked, the F—4C pilots down the MiG with a Sidewinder
missile.

5 May: USAF A-1E Skyraider pilots fly their first strikes
against targets in North Vietnam.

3 June: NASA’s Gemini 9 spacecraft with astronauts Lt Col
Thomas P. Stafford, USAF, as command pilot and Lt Cmdr
Eugene Cernan, USN, as pilot is successfully launched from
the Eastern Test Range, Patrick AFB, by a Titan II booster.
Personnel from various USAF commands provide support
for the flight. Reentry is on 6 June.

16 June: USAF’s Titan IIIC boosts seven experimental
communications satellites and one gravity gradient satellite
into orbit 18,000 nautical miles above the equator. The
satellites demonstrate the feasibility of a global military
communications satellite system.

1 July: The U.S. Air Force begins aeromedical evacuation
flights from Saigon to the United States via Japan, reducing
en route time to 24 hours.

9 July: The F-111 Aardvark variable-sweep-wing fighter-
bomber flies for the first time at Mach 2.5—about 1,800
mph. Officials call the performance the highlight in the
F-111 flight-test development program.

18 July: Gemini 10 is launched from the Air Force Eastern
Test Range by a Titan booster with astronauts Cmdr John
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Young, USN, as command pilot and Maj Michael Collins,
USAF, as pilot. The astronauts soar to a new record altitude
of more than 470 miles during the mission.

6 August: The nation’s first three civilian scientist-
astronauts—Owen K. Garriott, Edward G. Gibson, and
Harrison H. Schmitt—receive USAF pilot wings at Williams
AFB, Arizona.

25 August: The first class of German air force student pilots
enters training at Sheppard AFB, Texas. The school will
provide 212 pilots per year with training similar to that
received by U.S. Air Force pilots.

20 September: Lt Col Donald M. Sorlie becomes the first
USAF pilot to fly the NASA lifting body from the Air Force
Flight Test Center. Air launched from a B-52 at an altitude
of 45,000 feet, the craft reaches a speed of nearly 400 mph
during the three and one-half-minute flight.

5 October: USAF begins operating a space-age communi-
cations system developed by the Electronic Systems
Division. Spanning the Mediterranean from Spain to the
Near East, the system provides rapid communications
between commanders in that area and the United States. It
is also used by the Army and Navy.

7 October: USAF selects the University of Colorado to
conduct independent investigations into unidentified flying
object (UFO) reports.

31 October: USAF announces its selection of the Boeing
Company to develop and produce an air-to-surface
short-range missile known as Maverick. Designated
AGM-65A, the television-guided missile will be carried by
the FB-111 and late model B-52 bombers.

9 November: USAF’s F-111A fighter-bomber scores a first
for American aircraft by flying faster than the speed of
sound for 15 minutes at a constant ground clearance of less
than 1,000 feet.

14 November: A MAC C-141 Starlifter is the first jet aircraft
to land in the Antarctic. Commanded by Capt Howard
Geddes, 86th Military Airlift Squadron, Travis AFB, the
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aircraft lands on the ice at McMurdo Sound after a
2,200-mile flight from Christchurch, New Zealand.

15 November: Tuy Hoa AB, the first air base in South
Vietnam designed and constructed under U.S. Air Force
supervision, becomes operational 45 days ahead of
schedule. Actual construction of the base, known as
Operation Turnkey, started in August 1966.

14 December: Col Albert R. Howarth demonstrates
exemplary courage and airmanship under the most
hazardous conditions of darkness and intense enemy fire
while participating in a combat strike mission in Southeast
Asia. Colonel Howarth wins the Mackay Trophy for this
flight.
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1967

2 January: F-4 Phantom pilots of the 8th Tactical Fighter
Wing down seven MiG-21s over the Red River Valley, North
Vietnam, to establish a one-day aerial victory record.

18 January: A Titan IIIC booster launched from Cape
Kennedy sends eight military communications satellites into
a near-perfect circular orbit.

27 January: Three of America’s Apollo astronauts, USAF Lt
Cols Virgil Grissom and Edward H. White and USN Lt Cmdr
Robert B. Chaffee, are trapped and killed in a capsule by a
flash fire while conducting a preflight rehearsal at Cape
Kennedy.

6 February: The North American Aerospace Defense
Command’s Space Defense Center moves into Cheyenne
Mountain, Colorado, completing the movement of all units
into the hardened, underground facility.

Cargo awaits onload into a C~130 at an airstrip in South Vietnam. In the
foreground are fuel bladders that have been emptied of JP—4 for use in
Army helicopters.
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22 February: Twenty-three USAF C-130s provide airlift for
the first parachute personnel drop of the Vietnam War. The
jump is made by the 173d Airborne Brigade in support of
Operation Junction City.

24 February: Near Di Linh, South Vietnam, Capt Hilliard A.
Wilbanks attacks a large body of Vietcong, who had
ambushed a numerically inferior force of South Vietnamese
rangers. Flying his unarmed and unarmored aircraft
repeatedly over the enemy force, Captain Wilbanks uses
smoke rockets and a rifle to draw the fire of the enemy and
interrupt their advance. Mortally wounded on his last pass
over the Vietcong, Captain Wilbanks sacrifices his life to
protect the withdrawing rangers, earning the Medal of
Honor for his bravery. '

10 March: USAF F-105 Thunderchiefs and F-4C Phantom
IIs bomb the Thai Nguyen steel plant in North Vietnam for
the first time. During this attack, Capt Merlyn Hans
Dethlefsen earns the Medal of Honor while silencing enemy
defenses with his severely damaged F-105 Thunderchief
despite intense enemy fire and fighter attacks.

10 March: Capt Mac C. Brestel, an F-105 Thunderchief
pilot with the 355th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Takhli
Royal Thai AFB, Thailand, becomes the first U.S. Air
Force combat crewman to down two MiGs during a single
mission.

15 March: The Sikorsky HH-53B, the largest and fastest
helicopter in USAF inventory, makes its first flight. It is
slated for ARRS operations in Southeast Asia.

21 March: Twelve SAC air crewmen are decorated by
President Johnson at Andersen AFB, Guam, for B-52
bomber and KC-135 refueling missions to Vietnam.

30 March: A two-man submarine, the first USAF-owned
underwater vessel, is added to AFSC’s Western Test Range
inventory. It will be used to locate reentry vehicles in the
Eniwetok Atoll area.

3 April: Paul W. Airey becomes the first chief master
sergeant of the U.S. Air Force.
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8 April: Clove Hitch III, a joint exercise conducted in Puerto
Rico under the Atlantic Command, opens with over 21,000
U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, and National Guard personnel
participating. This is the first time C-141s will be used to
air-drop paratroopers.

9 April: The 315th Air Division begins the largest tactical
unit move of the Vietnam War. Hercules C-130s airlift the
entire 196th Light Infantry Brigade, including 3,500 troops
and 4,000 tons of equipment, from Tay Ninh to Chu Lai
during the five-day operation.

19 April: Maj Leo K. Thorsness earns the Medal of Honor for
protecting the rescue of downed airmen in North
Vietnamese territory. Flying an F-105 Thunderchief
critically low on fuel, Major Thorsness shoots down one
MiG-17, damages another, and drives off three more.
Despite his urgent need for fuel, Major Thorsness elects to
recover at a forward operating base, allowing another
aircraft in emergency condition to refuel from an aerial
tanker.

25 April: Maj Gen Benjamin D. Foulois, USAF, Retired,
America’s oldest military pilot, dies at Andrews AFB,
Maryland.

28 April: A USAF Titan IIIC booster successfully orbits five
unmanned satellites. They include two Vela nuclear-
detection satellites and three scientific satellites.

29 April: The 1966 Daedalian Flight Safety Trophy, the
nation’s outstanding air safety award, is presented to MAC
for a record fifth time.

30 April: The ALARR system has its first operational test. It
is designed to detect and identify nuclear tests in the
atmosphere.

13 May: For the second time pilots of the 8th Tactical
Fighter Wing, Ubon Royal Thai AB, Thailand, shoot down
seven MiGs in a single day’s action over North Vietnam.

31 May: While piloting a KC-135 Stratotanker over the Gulf
of Tonkin, Maj John H. Casteel and his three-man crew
from the 902d Air Refueling Squadron accomplish a
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spectacular series of emergency refueling that saves six
fuel-starved Navy fighters. The action earns Major Casteel
and his crew the Mackay Trophy.

1 June: The Vietnamese air force officially accepts 20 F-5
aircraft, its first jets.

1 June: USAF crews fly two HH-3E helicopters nonstop
from New York to Paris in 30 hours, 46 minutes, ten
seconds with nine air refuelings.

9 June: The first O-2A Skymaster forward-air-controller
aircraft arrives in Vietnam.

9 June: USAF begins the evacuation of about 1,300 military
and civilian Americans to the United States from the Middle
East because of Arab-Israeli war.

1 July: Civil Air Patrol national headquarters completes its
move from Ellington AFB, Texas, to Maxwell AFB, Alabama.

1 July: A Titan IIIC booster launches six satellites into a
circular, near-synchronous orbit. Included are three
communications satellites, a scientific capsule, a gravity-
measuring device, and an antenna test satellite.

11 July: First public rollout of the X-24A—a manned,
flatiron-shaped wingless lifting body powered by a rocket
engine to be used in atmospheric reentry studies.

13 July: Eighteen astronauts—nine from the Air Force,
eight from the Navy, and one from the Marine Corps—
receive the Distinguished Flying Cross for their Mercury and
Gemini space flights.

13 August: The Alaskan Air Command, assisted by the Alaska
ANG and other USAF units, begins a three-day rescue and
support operation during a flood disaster in the Fairbanks
area. Alaska-stationed Air Force Communications Service
personnel provide emergency communications, and MAC
provides airlift.

26 August: The North Vietnamese capture Maj George E.
Day, a downed F-100 Super Sabre pilot who is severely
wounded, and take him to a prison camp where he is
interrogated and tortured. Despite his wounds, Major Day
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escapes and evades to the demilitarized zone where, delirious,
he wanders aimlessly for several days until recaptured.
Returned to the prison camp, the totally debilitated pilot
continues to offer maximum resistance until his release in
1973. For his bravery, he receives the Medal of Honor.

9 September: Sgt Duane D. Hackney is presented the Air
Force Cross for bravery during the rescue of an Air Force
pilot in Vietnam. He is the first living enlisted man to
receive the award.

3 October: Maj William J. Knight pilots the X-15 hypersonic
rocket aircraft to a record 4,534 mph.

16 October: The first operational F-111A Aardvark supersonic
tactical fighter lands at Nellis AFB, Nevada. It uses its
terrain-following radar-guidance controls for the flight from
Fort Worth, Texas.

24 October: U.S. planes attack North Vietnam’s largest air
base, Phuc Yen, for the first time in a combined Air Force,
Navy, and Marine Corps strike. During the attack, the Air
Force downs its 69th MiG.

9 November: Enemy gunners shoot down a helicopter piloted
by Capt Gerald O. Young during USAF efforts to rescue an
Army reconnaissance team near Khe Sanh, Republic of
Vietnam. Captain Young survives the crash, and although
badly burned, he aids another wounded crewman. Later, he
attempts to divert hostile forces from the crash site. Refusing
rescue because of the proximity of enemy forces, he
successfully evades capture for 17 hours before finally being
evacuated. Captain Young's bravery earns the Medal of Honor.

9 November—January: Capt Lance P. Sijan ejects from his
F-4C Phantom over North Vietnam and successfully evades
capture for more than six weeks. The enemy eventually
captures him, but the severely weakened pilot manages to
escape. Recaptured and tortured, he contracts pneumonia
and dies. Captain Sijan received the Medal of Honor
posthumously. '

15 November: Maj Michael J. Adams is killed in an X-15
hypersonic crash, the first fatality s